
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Important Dates To Remember 
Friday 1st June Harmony Day 

Tuesday 5th June College Assembly 11.10am 

Monday 11th June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Thursday 14th June Winter Concert 5.00pm 

 

 
 
Progress, improvement, growth and higher levels of 
achievement. 
 

Laverton P-12 College is made up of over 712 students 
who each day come to school to learn. The learning 
across the school, from Prep to Year 12, looks 
different and yet is similar in many ways. The 
differences are around what’s appropriate in terms of 
students’ development, understanding and readiness 
for ‘what’s next’. Our IMPACT model of instruction 
encourages teachers to include student use of high 
yield or high impact strategies every hour. Each lesson 
is planned using IMPACT, where students come in to 
their class and think about the learning goal. The 
teacher then connects the goal to prior learning often 
through the use of a hook, a short video clip or a 
visual image. Students now feel connected to their 
previous lesson learning and become interested in 
what’s going to be learned next. Often this will be new 
material, concepts and skills. And students then will 
practice the skill or apply the information and find 
examples of how the information is used and how it 
looks in different settings. Students challenge 
themselves and others by posing questions and 
testing their thoughts and ideas. Towards the end of 
the lesson there is a check-in with the students for a 
review of their learning that hour.  
 
Note-taking, summarising, watching short clips, 
reading, pair-sharing, writing, rhyming, clapping, 
reading out loud, giving oral presentations, saying, 
doing, making, drawing, connecting, listing, creating, 
applying, analysing, identifying similarities and 
differences, exploring, discovering, solving problems, 
questioning are high impact strategies that develop 
students’ learning and thinking skills. These skills 
increase student achievement and students use them 
all the time and explicitly each hour. As a result we 
should more students at, and above, the expected 

level of achievement and see fewer students below 
the expected level from Prep to Year 12. Our data 
shows that since the beginning of this year some 
students have achieved high rates of growth and 
some lower rates of growth. Importantly all students 
have shown growth. This is a great indication that our 
student’s academic performance can be higher and 
can be at and above the state average.  
 
Each day I walk around our school and go in to many 
classes and I’m seeing students more focused, putting 
more effort in and doing more. It’s very encouraging 
and rewarding to see students on task in a calm and 
orderly learning environment. Our Leadership team 
does a learning walk regularly and recently we have 
students completing challenging tasks, with support 
from each other and our teachers and Education 
Support staff.  
 
All students should be at school at day. We will soon 
be introducing push SMS and email notifications of 
absences. Parent access to Compass, our database, 
will be available soon with a letter being sent home 
next week. Attendance at school is closely connected 
to learning and wellbeing. We are doing lots of things 
like planning engaging lessons, creating a positive 
classroom climate and have clubs and activities for 
students to be involved with at lunchtime, to make 
what happens at school interesting and enjoyable for 
students. Working together, we can ensure every 
student at our school is learning, progressing and 
achieving while feeling welcome, safe and happy. 
 
Each teacher, the Year Level Mentors, Leading 
Teachers, Assistant Principals and myself are available 
to clarify any questions or hear any concerns you may 
have: initially please make time to chat with your 
child’s teacher by phone, email or in person. Together 
we can ensure your child improves, grows and 
progresses and increases their academic performance.  
 
Richard Jones 
College Principal 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

laverton.p12.co@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.lavertonp12college.vic.edu.au 

 
 
 

 

Contact Details: 
91 Bladin Street 

Laverton Vic 3028 
Phone:  9369 1833 

Fax: 9369 4104 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College Newsletter 

Thursday 24th May, 2018 

Issue No: 5 
 

mailto:laverton.p12.co@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.lavertonp12college.vic.edu.au/


 
 

 
 
HOBSONS BAY UP EXCURSION 
On the 11th of May, the year 8’s participated in an 
excursion to the Newport Community Hub, owned by 
the Hobsons Bay City Council. We were able to be 
involved in a program called ‘Hobsons Bay Up’, which 
is a youth service program that helps younger people 
with whatever questions or issues they might have with 
school or life. We were taken around the whole 
building and we were able to see all the different 
facilities such as a music studio, library and many 
rooms for recreational activities. We watched 
presentations that described what the program was 
aiming to accomplish and how we could seek help from 
the program ourselves. The entire excursion was really  
interesting and exciting for all of us and we were really 
lucky to be able to participate in it. 
Phoenix Bartolo   
 

 
 

 
 
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIP STUDENT FORUM 
The Respectful Relationships Student Forum was run to 
encorage student voice within Respectful 
Relationships. It involved 9 lead schools from Western 
Melbourne. The workshop was held in the Melbourne 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, Docklands. 
Firstly, we started of with the welcoming and an 
acknowledgement then moved on to our first three 
activities for the day which were name tag activity, get 
to know you bingo and answer a question which was 
why do we need Respectful Relationships educations in 
schools? Before we were asked that question we 
watched a video titled What is respectful 
Relationships?  
After the morning tea we had to answer two questions 
and had two activities. Our questions were how does 
RR help to address the issues young people experience 
and what can schools do to promote Respectful 
Relationships. Our activities were identifying your 

strengths as a student leader and had to create a Y 
chart to answer What does a safe and inclusive school 
look like, feels like and sounds like. 
After lunch we had two activities which were the Robot 
and the controller and the other one was you either 
have to do A-Z of respect or write couple of slogans 
about leadership in schools. 

 
Gabriel TAMI year 10 SRC 

 
 

 
 
CROSS COUNTRY  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On Friday the 11th of May we had several students 
from grade 4-6 represent the school in Cross Country. 
Students had to run between 2-3 kilometres versing 
other students from school close by. We had a number 
students come in the top 30 and we 3 students 
progressing to the next level.  
We have Margrace Taunisila 5B, Nikita Singh 6A and 
Dolang Hassaballa 4A who came second. 
Congratulations to all students that competed and 
good luck to those students moving onto the next level.  
Miss Barrett 
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WYNSPEAK COMPETITION 
On Tuesday 8th of May, students Hae Nay Eh of 8B and 
Isaak Pitcher of 7B represented Laverton P-12 College 
in the Junior division of the Wynspeak 2018 Public 
Speaking Student Competition. Wynspeak is an annual 
public speaking competition where students from over 
15 schools in the Western suburbs have the 
opportunity to compete.  In the first part of the 
competition, Hae Nay and Isaak each delivered a 
speech for five minutes on a topic they had chosen 
themselves. In the second part, the students were 
given a random topic and had only four minutes to 
prepare before speaking to the audience for two 
minutes. Both Hae Nay and Isaak demonstrated strong 
public speaking skills, and did a fantastic job 
representing Laverton P-12 College. 
 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOL LUNCHTIME ACTIVITIES 
This term on Monday lunchtimes, the primary school 
has been running a Lego + play club for any students 
who would like to come inside and play with other 
students in a supervised environment.  
This activity has been very popular with more than 20 
students attending each time.  
The children are really enjoying building Lego and using 
their imagination. The students are also getting extra 
practise with social skills such as sharing, and taking 
turns. The students have shown interest in Lego, and 
pretend play with dollies and toy farm animals.  
Why is play important? 
Play allows children to use their creativity while 
developing their imagination, dexterity, and physical, 
cognitive, and emotional strength. Play is important to 
healthy brain development. Play allows children to 
create and explore a world they can master. 
Undirected play allows children to learn how to work in 
groups, to share, to negotiate, to resolve conflicts, and 
to learn self-advocacy skills.  
If you think your child would be interested in coming, 
please encourage them to pop in. 
 
Thanks, Emily and Sue.  

 

Who: Prep to Grade 6s 
What: Lego, and creative play.  
When: Monday Lunchtimes 
Where: Create - Art Room 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CAREERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There have been many wonderful stories from the Year 
10 students who last week completed their work 
experience placements.  This important program can 
play a big part in helping students to gain and further 
develop their understanding of the workplace. 
The year 9 students are participating in a VET Taster 
experience at Kangan Institute on June 15th. The 
students selected 3 workshops they will participate in, 
gaining a hands on experience of what each particular 
course entails.  This invaluable opportunity provides 
first hand experience that can assist with subject 
selection and pathways as students enter their senior 
schooling years. 
If you have a year 9 student please follow up and 
ensure the permission note is completed and returned 
to the front office by June 1st. 

 

Discussions will commence with the year 12 students 
this week as they start thinking about where they are 
heading once they complete their final year here at 
Laverton P-12 College.  Please support your child 
through this process as they explore their options. Start 
exploring the various university or further training 
websites that you may be considering. If you have any 
questions or require information on pathways and/or 
courses please see either Simone or Teresa in the 
Careers Office. 



 

As we near the end of Semester 1, we advise all 
students to start thinking about next year!  You can 
explore pathways and start thinking about subject 
selection.  Information on pathways that can assist with 
subject selection is available on the myfuture website 
www.myfuture.edu.au if you require further 
information see the Careers team, Teresa or Simone. 
 
What is a Career? 
A Career means more than just a paid job!       
Today a career means more than just a paid job, it is a 
journey over a lifetime.  Like all journeys, a plan is 
needed to navigate the many paths available.  Career 
today means all life experiences including, study, 
training, paid work, unpaid work and volunteering.  
Like all journeys, a plan is needed to navigate the many 
paths and options available.   
Our students are developing their career awareness as 
they grow and develop their knowledge, skills and 
values and learn about the world of work and their 
place in it. 
Parents build many career skills when raising their 
children, including but not limited to transferrable skill 
such as: 
Multi- tasking and coordinating 
Networking 
Managing and handling difficult situations 
Managing budgets and family finances 
These are all skills that can be transferred to paid 
employment. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
BEATING EXAM STRESS 
Exams are pretty much always 
stressful. You can manage stress by 
planning well, and having realistic expectations. If 

there’s stuff you’re not strong on, there will be others 
in the class, and the teacher who can help you. You can 
also manage stress by staying healthy. 
Exams are a hassle 
We’re saying it because it’s true. No one likes doing 
them, and cramming information into your brain over 
a short period of time is stressful. A bit of stress can get 
you going, but too much can make you exhausted, 
angry and annoyed. 
Managing stress 
You’ll be less stressed if you’ve got an idea of how the 
lead–up to your exams is going to look, so plan what 
you’re going to study and when, and stick it up on the 
wall, or on your desktop. Break it down into 
manageable chunks and start working through it at the 
rate you planned. It’s probably more boring at the start, 
but it’s far less stressful. Plan some break times and 
days off too! 
Take the pressure off 
Aside from preparing, you can also deal with pressure 
and expectation by realistically assessing how you think 
you’ll go, and working to do the best you can. If other 
people’s expectations are pressuring you, talk to them 
and try to get them to back off. If you’re putting too 
much pressure on yourself, try to realise failure isn’t 
fatal. It’s likely that the worst that can happen is that 
you take it again, with a massive head–start from the 
work you’ve already done. 
Do it together 
There are other people studying for the same exam, 
and they probably don’t like having to lock themselves 
away to study any more than you do. Get together with 
them and take the books outside from time to time. If 
you’re not as strong in certain areas, it could help to 
talk to other students as well. If you are good at it, 
share the brain–wealth. 
If you need help, get it 
It’s your teacher, lecturer or tutors job to help you 
understand the subject, so if you’re not understanding 
stuff, tell them and they’ll help. If your study load or 
exams are driving you mad, there are counsellors who 
are there to help with that as well. 
Have options 
Don’t put all of your hopes into getting into one course. 
Have a few options, and realise that if your heart’s set 
on one thing there are always going to be other paths 
to it. 
Go easy on the substances 
All of them. Any drug you think will help you study is 
actually a short–term fix that’ll probably make you feel 
much worse and cause you to underperform later. 
What will actually help is sleep, good food and exercise. 
References and further information: 
www.reachout.com.au  
 
Michelle Hynson 
Secondary School Health Promotion Nurse 
Thursday and Friday. 

 
 

HEALTH & WELLBEING 
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COMMUNITIES THAT CARE 
Attention Parents/Carers of Grade 6, Year 8 & Year 10 
students: 
On Thursday 31st May students in Grade 6, Year 8 and 
Year 10 are scheduled to complete the Communities 
that Care survey at school. The survey investigates 
factors that influence healthy development within 
community, school, family and peer group 
environments and is a joint project with Deakin 
University and Hobsons Bay Council.  
Your child should have brought home a form which 
contains further information. Should you wish your 
child NOT to participate in their survey, you need to 
complete the ‘Opt Out’ section on this form and return 
it to the front office at school. Further copies of this 
form can be obtained from the front office at school.  
If you have any further questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact myself at school on Thursday or 
Friday on: 9369 1833.  
Michelle Hynson 
School Health Promotion Nurse 
Assisting with the Communities That Care Surveys 
 

 
 
FOSTER CARERS NEEDED 

If you have thought about foster care, please get 
in touch and ask the questions you have always 
wanted to. 
Ring: Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE 

Email: info@keyassets.com.auWeb: 
canifoster.com.au or keyassets.com.au 
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