
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Important Dates To Remember 
Friday 31st March Last Day Term 1 students dismissed 2.30pm 

Tuesday 18th April First Day Term 2 

Tuesday 25th April Anzac Day Public Holiday 

Friday 28th April Curriculum Day 

Friday 2nd June Curriculum Day 

 

 
 
Student learning, belonging and succeeding. 
Every day your child comes to school to learn, see their 
friends and take time to look at what’s next for them. 
They may be in Year 12 completing an assessment that 
requires them to think deeply, to apply, analyse or 
evaluate that requires lots of detailed writing to show 
their understanding and thinking or maybe they are in 
Prep and learning to read, say out loud and write 
letters, words and numbers and have just complete 
their first term at our school. Students at our school do 
these things with the support of their teachers and our 
ed support staff, alongside their friends and with plans 
teachers make to ensure progress, improvement and 
growth are made. 
During this term we have seen our students make 
improvement. Students are doing more, writing more 
and making more in class every hour of every day. This 
means students will do more, write more, read more, 
draw more, find more, say more, be connected more, 
be able to apply more and be involved more in class 
and their learning. 
Students are connecting what they are looking at today 
with what they did yesterday. This increased effort 
from students will ensure their skills and understanding 
progress so they will be able to say, ‘Yes I can’. Students 
need to be able to say, every day, “Yes I did it”. “Yes I 
made it, I wrote it, I read it, I said it, I created it, I 
watched  it, I listened, I connected with, I searched for, 
I found and I discovered”. This is how we know the 
learning is occurring and helps build students’ 
confidence and success. Our plans have goals for an 
additional 10% increase in student achievement for 
2017. This means we aim for more than 12 months 
progress in 12 months. Again we do this through the 
use of high yield strategies and our common model of 
instruction, IMPACT. 
Our teacher’s plans for their use of IMPACT makes our 
students learning visible; students may be reading a  

 
paragraph. The teacher will ask students for the 
meaning from the first sentence. Now the teacher will 
prompt your child to answer it in a sentence rather 
than a single word. And then your child will write that 
sentence down. Students may then draw a visual 
representation of what they now know. Again for the 
second sentence of the paragraph and soon your child 
has learned how to make notes, make a summary and 
paraphrase. By saying it and writing it we know what 
your child has learned. 
This explicit learning along with our learning goal every 
hour, helps each child keep on track, to know what’s 
expected, to persist, to maintain effort and to have 
time to practise. Teachers are planning more engaging 
tasks and things for students to do: applying 
information, comparing it, finding examples of it and 
connecting it to prior learning and predicting how it 
might look in another setting. These thinking skills help 
students develop the tools (skills) to develop questions, 
to reason and to create ideas and possibilities. 
Next term we have additional staff allocated to support 
student reading skills. We need to ensure more 
students are reading effectively and we have a planned 
support program for those students who need it. 
Please encourage your child to read at home; it may be 
a novel or comic, magazine or on line recipe or a 
newsfeed. Be patient and encourage them to persist, 
helping them when needed and making this a regular 
routine at home. 
Thank you too for the lovely positive feedback about 
our Parent-Teacher afternoon/evening and I want to 
thank each of you for connecting with our teachers in 
such encouraging and respectful ways. If you would like 
to follow up any concerns or were not able to see a 
teacher please make contact with your teacher directly 
to arrange a time for a chat.  
A reminder our school has no supervision of students 
prior to 8.45am each day. This means if you arrive at 
school before 8.45am you are responsible for the 
supervision of your child. Please work with us to ensure 
you bring your child to school at 8.45am. 
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A big thank you to our teachers, parents and carers, 
and to each of our students for your efforts, support 
and encouragement this term. As always, your child’s 
learning and achievement is our priority, alongside 
their engagement and wellbeing. I hope they are 
continuing to be happy at our school and are enjoying 
their classes, friends and teachers. Please raise any 
concerns you may have with your child’s teacher, as 
they welcome your communication and know your 
child well. 
I hope you and your child have a relaxing and safe break 
and we look forward to welcoming your child back to 
school next term, beginning Tuesday 18th April. 
 

Richard Jones 
College Principal 
 

 
 
VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONS  

 

 
 
Volleyball Intermediate Girls Team (yrs. 9-10) 
On the first day of autumn, our college representative 
intermediate girls’ Volleyball team competed in the 
Hobson Bay Division.  After winning two group games 
our girls deservedly classified to quarter finals Altona 
College 20 v 9 and Bayside Williamstown 20 vs 7. 
Twelve teams were competing in the cluster. They won 
their next game 2 sets to 1 and moved to the semi-
finals. 
After a hard disputed game our intermediate won the 
right to play the finals winning 2 sets to 1 coming from 
behind 5 points of both sets.  
In the final game our team narrowly lost the first set. 
Nevertheless, with a brilliant display of courage, energy 
and perseverance they dominated the next two set 
beating Williamstown Bayview 13 vs 15, 15 vs 8 and 15 
vs 9.  
This is a fantastic effort and our girls need to be 
congratulated. Our Volleyball intermediate team will 
represent our college and the Hobsons Bay Division 

again in the next round of the School Sport Victoria 
competition. 
The Champions, who represented our college are: 
Victoria Carter 9 A, Elena Ulia 9 A, Eh Blue Say 10 A, 
Hser He Tar Gay Podee 10 A, Law Eh S 9 A, Eh Taw Poe 
9 A, Say Ka Bla Moo 9 A, Sher Tha Kue Tachaw 9 C. The 
winners were rewarded with a Happy Meal   

 
 
INTERSCHOOL VOLLEYBALL 
 

 

The Year 7 and 8 students recently participated in Inter 
School Volleyball.  
Both teams competed at Eagle Stadium in Werribee. 
The Year 8s on Friday March 17th and the Year 7s on 
Tuesday March 21st.  
The Year 8 girls (pictured) enjoyed two wins for the day 
against Carranballac and Williamstown High (C). 
Majority of the girls had played in Year 7 so they were 
very keen to show-off their skills. They have improved 
dramatically and are already looking forward to next 
year. Well done Jessett, Jacinta, Ivana, Jazmin, Jammie, 
Jouliner, Keren, Chammie, Monique and Noor. 
The brave Year 7 girls, having very little training in the 
lead up to the gala day, also won two matches for the 
day. They had finished 3rd in their Pool B, so they played 
4th placed in Pool A, Williamstown High (B). They 
showed fantastic teamwork and had improved so much 
over the course of the day that they won that match to 
play off for 5th and 6th place versus Altona College. By 
now, their serves were spot on and they won that game 
also. Well done to Olivia, Shernae, Ashley, Dekota, 
Umnia, Abuk, Aweet, Hanin, Erojheme and Losaline. 
A huge congratulations to both teams for showing 
enthusiasm, amazing teamwork and encouragement 
throughout the tournament. Thank you also to Linda 
and Judy for your support. 
By Miss Mickayla Ward 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DISCOVER, EXPLORE, CREATE NEWS 



PREP NEWS 
We hope that your child has enjoyed their first term at 
school as much as we have enjoyed getting to know 
them. The students have been busy working hard on 
increasing their knowledge of the alphabet, learning 
about concepts of print and counting and numbers. We 
are very proud of their efforts so far.  
The Preps enjoyed celebrating their first Harmony Day 
at Laverton College. During the week we read a book 
called “Whoever You Are” written by Mem Fox. Its 
message to the children was every day all over 
Australia, children are laughing and crying, playing and 
learning, eating and sleeping. They may not look the 
same or speak the same language but inside, they are 
just like you. It was a beautiful story and the children 
loved the pictures.  We also enjoyed the orange jelly, 
special lunch and the concert on Friday.  

          

As part of our writing program we completed a 

language experience task by icing some Easter cookies 

and then writing about it. We made some Pink icing 

and then the children iced and decorated an egg 

shaped biscuit. Afterwards the children wrote a 

sentence about their experience. We had some 

talented decorators! 

                 
 

HARMONY DAY CELEBRATIONS 
Last week our school celebrated Multicultural Diversity 
Week, which is part of the Australian Government’s 
Living in Harmony initiative. 
Some of the activities organised to celebrate diversity 
were: multicultural breakfast & lunch, fashion parade, 
art and craft activities, lunch time sport activities … 
We celebrated Harmony Day and launched our School 
Wide Positive Behaviour Program on Friday with a free 
BBQ courtesy of Hobson’s Bay Youth Services and lunch 
boxes prepared by Parent Club and Karen Parent Club. 
Other food items included orange biscuits and jelly 

cups. To mark the special day we wore something 
orange or a national dress.  
After lunch we enjoyed performances from our 
students from different year levels and cultural 
backgrounds, unfortunately we ran out of time which 
was a huge disappointment as not all students were 
able to perform and we do apologise for that. A big 
thank you to Ms Hall for organising this concert and for 
all those who participated in it. 
A huge thank you to all the staff and students who 
helped run activities during the week, the Parent Clubs 
for all the food preparation, Hobson’s Bay Youth 
Services for cooking the BBQ and the SWPB team, SRC 
reps, VCAL students and other staff who helped serve 
food. Thank you to Chris Singh for running all the lunch 
time sport activities and Ms. Hadzikadic and her VCAL 
students for the artwork and competitions. A big thank 
you also to all staff, students and parents who helped 
make the celebrations a huge success.  
             
Sandra Di Mieri 
Harmony Day Coordinator 

 

 
 

       
 

 
 
 
 



CELEBRATING DIVERSITY – HARMONY DAY 
FASHION PARADE 
 

 
 

 
A group of students from the Year 12 VCAL class 
organised and ran a fashion parade at recess on Friday 
March 24th, to display the diversity of the student body 
at Laverton College.  A large number of students 
dressed in their cultural clothing or wore orange to 
support the day.   
Thanks to Miss H for her help and thanks to our judges 
Mr Jones, Michelle (nurse) and Emily (psychologist).   

Daniel, Jessica, Roydon, Yedi, Sa Ro and Yat - Year 
12C 
 
MULTICULTURAL BREAKFAST 
My project for Personal Development was to provide a 
community service.  I chose to host a multicultural 
breakfast for the students and staff at Laverton.  With 
the help of Judy, Mary and Poe Mu Dah we cooked and 
served Croissants, Pancakes, Lebanese bread and Fried 
rice, to help wash it down we had fruit juice.  Lots of 
students and staff enjoyed the extra special breakfast 
provided. 
Mel CC    

 
 
 
 

DIVERSITY WEEK YEAR 12 LUNCH 
Celebrating Diversity, a group from 12C coordinated 
and cooked lunch for the Year 12 Student group on 
Tuesday March 21st.  Students and teachers were 
treated to a fabulous lunch cooked and served by the 
students, celebrating the Karen culture.  The food was 
delicious and enjoyed by all who attended.  Many 
thanks to Daniel, Moo Ka Paw, Julia, Lay K’Pru, Poe Mu 
Dah, and Ba Sho for preparing and providing the lunch. 
 

 
 
YEAR 7 RAIL SAFETY 
 

 
On Thursday March 23rd, the Year 7 students were 
fortunate to listen to a ‘Rail Safety’ talk organised and 
delivered by The Metro Trains Community Education 
Unit. 
The aim was to help our students understand their 
rights and responsibilities when using public transport. 
It also enables our students to form positive habits 
when travelling.  
Some of the topics covered were:  
Authorised Officers – role on the public transport 
network  
Myki – top up, touch on, touch off. Myki registration. 
Myki pass vs Myki money.  
Information about public transport smart phone 
applications such as PTV, Metro Notify and Tram 
Tracker (all free to download) and 

www.ptv.vic.gov.au.  
Behaviours and expectations when using public 
transport 
Etiquette whilst travelling 
We thank Shaylene Miller, the Community Education 
Officer and Authorised Officer for her time and 
expertise she was able to share with Laverton P-12 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Db1mBdueVEkH4?domain=ptv.vic.gov.au


College Year 7 students. It was very useful and valued 
information. 
 
Miss Mickayla Ward 

 
1A INQUIRY UNIT 
Grade 1s have made family trees as a part of our Inquiry 
unit on Family History this term. Painting the leaves for 
our trees was our favourite part! Please come visit to 
see our family trees on display this week. We will share 
with you what makes our families special. 
 

   

                                 
 
 

 
 

FINDING PROFESSIONALS AND 
SERVICES 
Want to access some help or expert 
advice? Figure out what you need. There’s a few good 
places to start listed here, and info on where to go if 
you need something specific. 
 
What do you need? 
First up, figure out who you want to be talking to or 
what services you need. No point going to see someone 
who’s going to tell you to see someone else! If you 
want some guidance figuring out what to do or where 
to go, try counsellors (most schools and universities 
have one) or your local community services. Read our 
fact sheet ‘Types of counsellors and professionals’ for 
more info on what they do.  
If you need to talk to someone as soon as possible, call 
Lifeline on 13 11 14 or Kids Helpline on 1800 55 1800. 
A good place to start 
These places are great for getting directed to the right 
services or getting a referral.  
A doctor (GP). Seriously – doctors these days are 
trained in recognising symptoms of mental health 
difficulties and connecting you to the right people. 
They can give you a referral to a psychologist or 
psychiatrist if you need it, and know exactly what 
services are available in your area.  
A youth worker. Trained in dealing with practical life 
problems and navigating government services, these 
guys can work alongside you to figure out what you 
need and give you the info and skills to take charge of 
problems.  
beyondblue’s search tool. Not sure where to find a 
mental health trained doctor or other mental health 

professional? beyondblue made an online Directory of 
Medical and Allied Health Practitioners in Mental 
Health – check out beyondblue.org.au for more info. 
Finding something specific 
Looking for services for a specific mental health 
concern? Head to the ’Mental health issues’ section of 
ReachOut.com to find fact sheets on the treatments 
used to tackle different problems. 
References and further information: 
www.reachout.com.au  
 
Michelle Hynson 
Secondary School Health Promotion Nurse 
Thursday and Friday. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH & WELLBEING 

http://www.reachout.com.au/


 

   

 

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED 
If you have thought about foster care, please get in touch and 

ask the questions you have always wanted to. 
Ring: Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE 

Email: info@keyassets.com.au 

Web: canifoster.com.au or keyassets.com.au 

Interested families would receive a brochure, information and no pressure! 
I have also attached a graphic if space allows. 

Please call if you require any additional information and/or would like a Key Assets representative to visit 
and talk to your school community. 

 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=quBcE57OjMNi2DLA80LzFM2hv4Elk9nrjB7ZLSjn_l1schLdKXbUCA..&URL=mailto%3ainfo%40keyassets.com.au
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=OB8Qh6FzgtKHH39y18a03WqOAnaUcDdxcYIVm3Ojs-dschLdKXbUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.keyassets.com.au%2f


 

 



 

 


